09'<-f 


” IRUT 


EXGELLENG 


54"Ch ciſtian Religion | 
&DEMONSTR ATED 


AAALLLLALEELLED 


| AGAINST A 
| Mb # Pmpagter \ fews, Bs 's 7 
| and > 
| Heathens, 1.44 


' PUBLISHD 
; At the deſire of ſome Learned * 
\... and for the fatisfation of all Ratighk 
wo Feaſous in” ENGLgND. 


LOND © N, ; ry - 
og for William Croke, ar the Thre y "PS 
anvis-alis..4 M.DC. LX Vs Wits i 


MD 


_ 
PASS. 
i A 4 


(1) © 
Brevis Demonſiratio; © 1A 
: | Or, abrief $i: 
[ DEMONSTRATION 


| TRUTH 
Chriſtian Religion. 


Or the demonſtration af the fundamen- 


tals of Chriſtian Religion, it is ne- 


gions that are or ever have been in the world, are to be 
taken and examined by the Rule of right reaſon ; and our 
of them all that is to be acknowledged genuine and tru- 
ly divine, which preſcribes that manner of ſcrving God, 
which is molt perfect and moſt agrecable ro the Princi- 

les of ſound eds. Bur leaſt any ſhould rhiſtka too 
Farda task, ro examine 'all the forts of Religions in the 
[world, or be affrighted with the vaſt difficulty of Inquiry, 
among {o many differences — Opinions concerning my 
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(2) 
and his Worſhip, we will abridge this toil, For the fo 
diverſc kinds of Religion may be,zeduc'd to four Heads 
or Ranks : For whatever Religion cither was or is, 1s 
eicher Heatheniſh or Jewiſh, or Chriſtian or Mahome- 
tan. Now then out of all theſe we will demonſtrate, 


aye tho Chridgian Fichgjons the axeliqqudyiur by yoy 


8. 

I, The firſt is taken from the higheſt perfeRion of 
this Religion, which argues molt ſtrongly that it was not 
deviſed by the wit of mag, bur ory procegded from 
God outpf Hcave Forpigipr al ion & to bc rc- 
jeed,and God and his Providence wholly to te denicd, 
(which we ſhall prove cannot be done without folly, yea 
madneſs) or it muſt needs be, that this Religion, (which 
is ſo perfcCt in all reſpets, that pothing is wanting to it, 
which is petyalesy the beſt 4 of worſhipping God) 
is truc, and'dwinely deliver'd and reveal'd. For whether 
you conſider it comparitively or abſolutely, you ſhall 
tind it to be- moſt perfeR. For ir not - oucly very far cx- 
cells in perfe&tion, all the Religions, whichapy where 
are or haye been in the world, but alſs it is impoſſible, 
that anothcr more perfe& according roi right ns 
could be imagin'd or invented. | 

ITI, Both which that they may appear, as well its 
Nature as Adjun&ts, or ſome of its molt divine Eff 
arc bricfly ro be look'd into. | But we nat to | 
of its nature from elſewhere, then from thoſe S 
which are confeſs'd by all the Profeſſors of this Religion, 
although differing among themſclves, ro contain, Chriſti- 
an $7.7 For 2s a Judgement ought ro to. be; made af 
the Religion of me Gentiles aut of the , Books of the 
Heathen; of the Maho out of the Books of the 
Alcaron ; of the Jewiſh Rcligion out of the Books of 


Moſes ; 


| (3) 

Moſes ſoit is fires | Chriſtian Religion out: of 
thoſe Books, which all Chriſtians believe and confeſs, 
ro have been written by the firſt Authors of this Religion, 
Which Books ſhall rhercby be prov'd to be of divine 
and undeniable Authority, when 1e is prov'd that in them 
is contain'd a deſcription of a mol} perfet and molt 
divine Religion. 

I V. The nature of Chriſtian Religion is to be con- 
ſidercd cirher in reſpect of Parts, or in reſpect of Quali- 
ries; irs parts are promiſes and precepts. VVhat can be 
- more ſublime and perfe&, then the promiſes of Chriſtian 
Religion? In this lite a tew things eruly belonging to the 
body, and neceſſary for ſuſtenance are promiſcd, that 
the Chriftian Religion mighe be by ſa much the more 

fet: Bur in the mean time there is promiſed thar 
which excceds all earthly Goods, even the higheſt and 

ernal favour of ' God, Wy 0m to them thax 
repent of all chcir paſt ſins, and that they mighe not fin 
for time to -come ,. the gift of the Haly Spirit (a ne+ 
ceflary / help to the performance of the dnics of Pts 
ay) and» alſo a peculiar Guard of Angels. Bue afeey 
Death here is promiſcd 8 rewum ito Life, bldſed 
Immortality, a/heavenly Kingdome in conjunction with 8 
moſt -plaaſatr Aſpeft of the. ſupreme Deity, and the 
fellowſhip: of blaſed Spirits. The: Prexcprs alfa ave ft 
rableiro {o. ſublime Pramuſes. [There is modtung; waning 
in themro| the hipheſt-landury'3 fora/nnich-as Qhriffigh 
Picry.conlifes hot * in'badily waſhing,þubio eruercnove- 
tibr/ of :1nind; in ſubduing of _ ficihand affectians, in 
ary uyconquerable , paticnce under-Fvils , in & cqnftfut 
Cf ar 26 Fg & Ng »huctivg rovhexs, 
ina chearfull readineſs to holpthomy irvÞcontinual crle- 
bration of the! Name of God, and fuiaus excrcilc of 
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(4) 
fervent Prayer, in a diligent regulating of all ations, 
words OE in fl faith md? truſt in God, in 
a moſt ardent deſire of celeſtial Immortality and ſerious 
meditation of divine things, in a true contempt of the 
World, its Richcs, Honours and Pleaſures, and if there 
be any thing clſc, which Reaſon ditates to be joyned 
with Vertuc. 

V. Neither may any man ſay that the precepts of 
Vertue would have bcen more perfeft, it we had been 
injoyned perperual abſtinence from Marriage, as alſo 
from Meat and Drink, or if there had been no remiſſion 
of ſins, no reward propoſcd to them that:do well, thar 
ſo men might be drawn by the love of Vertue alone, not 
hope of reward. For who ſees not that ſuch things cah 
have no place in men, as are above their ſtrength and na- 
eure? lt is therefore great imprudence to require of 
them ſo great perfe&tion. In which matter the Heathen 
Philoſoſophers cxtreamly doted, who dream'd of I know 
not what empty Notions of Vertuc,. as if converſing in 
Plato's Commonwealth, they had had a purpoſe ro form 
the life of . celeſtial Perſons, not the. manners of mortal 
and frail men, The perfetion of precepts is to be | acco- 
modared to the model of the ſtrength and nature of thoſe 
to whom they are preſcribed, So found Reaſon, fo Pru- 
dence injoynes. For who would praiſc him, that ſbould 
impoſe on Child of three years-old, aiBurden that'can 
ſcarce te born by a ſtrong:man of full age. In this very 
thing therefore the high ton and wiſdome - of 
Chriſtian Religion is manifeſt, that it delivers moſt di- 
vine precepts, and preſcribes a Do&trine of great piety, 
as: cannot agree to mortal men nano vt. 
-it dorh not oncely not' exceed humane ſtreng ror 
VI W 


bur 
is not hard to be performed, as we ſhall (ſhew by and 
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(5) | 

VI. Wefhall now ſpeak of the qualicics of Chriſtian 
Religion, which appertain to the pertcRion of irs nature, 
they are theſe : 

I, Thar it is univerſal, not peculiar ro one Nation on- 
ly, but common to all men of all Kindreds, Nations,Agcs, 

ditions and Sexcs. 

2, That ir is ſpiritual both in irs precepts and promi- 
cs, in thole requiring internal purity of mind, not exter= 
nal cleanſing of the body ; and in theſe propounding nor 
carnal bur ſpiritual benctirs. 

3. Thar it is cafic, becaule ir invites men to picty by 1 
molt-ample and inc{timable reward ; for the greatncls of 
the reward lefſens and takes away all the difficulty of the 


Jabour. Again , becaulc it many waycs aſſiſts humane 


imbccilliry , in the courſe of vertue , by the holy Spirit , 


inalnwch as thereby mens minds are confirmed in the 


Truth, cleared in doubts, encouraged in » and fil- 
led with a ſure hope of crernal Lite, Thirdly, becaule it 
refcribes nothing bur what is exaQtly conſonant to rea- 
fon : but thoſe things are more caſily done , the equirt 
whereof the Underttandin ſces, and the reaſon of whic 
we perccive ; then thoſe things , which why they are to 
be done, we know not. Thar is the part of ingenuous 
men, or (as I may ſo ſay) of Sons, who are not 1gnorane 
of what the Father doth ; This of Servants, who are ſc- 
riouſly treated , and to whom is given no reaſon'of de- 
fignes , but arc led by rhe, mcer Authority of the Com- 
mandcr, That makes that what is commanded be done 
witingly and cheerfully ; this unwillingly and by con- 
raint. 
- VII, Let us. now come to the Adjunts or Effects of 
Chriſtian Religion , and they are diſcerned inthe —_— 
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(6) 
ther divineand wondcrſull propagation of it , in which 
theſe chings following are to be noted, 

I. That many thouſands of men of all forts , forſa- 
king cheir anon 0y1056- {i to Which they were accu- 
—_ from heir youth , embraced it in great num- 
k bers. 
| 2. Thar very ſuddenly , that is, in the ſpace of rhirty 
| years, of thereabours, as appears by Hiſtortcs , it ſpread 

it {clt far and ncar , not oncly in Judea , and all Aſia, yea 
chrough the whole #oma; Empire, but beyond it alſo, it 
ſounded in the cars of Parthians and 1;diavs. 

3. That it extirparcd Paganiſme, ſo that the Religion 
of Chriſt increaling , rhar came xo norhing , neither , is 
_ any memory of it now extant , fave in Books 
oncly. 
| 4. That being not ſupported by Armes and worldly 
| power irencreaſed ſo much , we near three hundred 
| © years, before the Emperour Conſtantine induced it, it 
' waspromoted by the means onely of private men. 

$. I mean, contemptible , ſimple men and Idi- 

| vts it was firſt delivered and divuleed. 

6. Thar all the wiſe and mighty of this world were 
azainft it ; yct norwithſtanding , neirher by rhe craft of 
the Jewes., nor power of the Xomane Ceſars , ( whereof 
ec arc reckoned chief Perſecurors of this Religion) 

'- nor yotof orher Heathens conld jt be ſuppreſſed. 

"7." That- innumerable companics of its Profeſfors by 

no, rough never ſo cruct pains: and rormengs, no not by 

any tho molt iznominious death, Tuffercd themſelves ro be 

ur.” from jt, © - 2 

- 'Tharvr has nothing it ic grarefull 'roche fleſh , ig 
loploth northe reins 'rotiecnttonfnels , © it opehs nor the 
way to plcaſurcs nor honours, it allurcs not men by the 
com- 


(7) 
commoditics of this life , bur rather deprives them of 
them, leaſt any ſhould think thar the ſo proſperous fuccels 
of its propagation were to be aſcribed roa Dodtrinc, 
flateering and plealing the huſts of men, 

9. That it hatch continued now a thouſand fix hundred 

ſixty years and upward, without any interruption, 
_ Jo. That at this day it is fo largely ſpread , rhat it has 
filled almoſt the whole world ; for it poſſefſcrh not onc- 
ly all Europe, but allo AMacedenie, Thrata , and the Iſles 
of rhe <Ageaz Sca are filled with ir , and both under the 
Twrkand Tartar live Chriſtians innumerable z in Africa, 
allo in the Kingdome of the Abifsines, Cango and Dangalt, 
allo in Perwwia and New Spar in Goa, and the Iſhnds 
unto which the Dutch» and Spawaras have Commerce , 
rouching which Geographers may be conſulrcd. 

Laſtly, They arc-not wanting in America, as teltificrh 
Acoſta, and others, that have wrirten of the American Af- 
fairs. Certainly all theſe things are an Argument thar 
God takes carc of this Religion , and that by his provi- 
dence ir was upbeld and propagncd. 

VIII, Thete things hol conſidered , it is calic to 
perccive”thar other: Religions are not ro be compar'd 
with this. For as to the Jewsſb , Chriſtian Religion in- 
decd giycs teſtimony. to it , that it allo had God for irs 
Authour ; but (1) its great imperieion ſhews it was 

iven- but fer a time onely ; for whether you conſider 
the promiles , they according to the letter did contain 
onely remporal and worldly things , in which furely the 
chicteſt Good could not confiſt;and no mn can deny but 
God might: give better then they ; or whether you con- 
ſider the precepts they for the molt parr were in preferi« 
bing Ceremanics,* or whether you conſider the latitude 
and cxtent, it was reſtrained ro one Nation oncly, — 

| 


(8) 
did God rake courſe that it ſhould be preached to other 

Nations ; yea, its nature was ſuch, that it could not con- 

ccrn othcr Nations, which appcars even from the ſacrifi- 

ces , which ought not to be offered bur in Paleſtize , and 

by rhe Tribe of Levi : whence it is, that even at this day 

the Jexes being baniſhed from their Native Countrey 

abſtain {rom ſacrificing. So ncither could rhe Laws con- 

cerning Firlt-fruirs, Tirhes, and Feſtival Aſſemblics, Ex- 

04, 34. 26, Dent, 26.23, allo12,5,6. 16, 16, be ob- 
ſerved by all Nations. Either therefore other Nations 
ought never to worſhip God, and conſequently God had 
in vain given tothe greateſt part of men the uſe of rea- 
{on and will,which are the inſtruments of Religion,which 
to ſay is abſurd : as of necdſity another Religion was to 
be delivered by God, which ſhould concern all the men in 

the world, For although it was ſo for a time, that the 0- 
ther Nations beſides the Jewes , were deſtitute of Divine 
Revelation , and that by the certain counſel of God, 
namely , becauſe of the voluntary defeRion of thoſe Na- 
tions _ God to idolatry and impiety , yer it is abſurd 
to hold that they were ſo rejefed of God for ever. 

2, That it was to be abrogated, the PRI which 
are extant in their prophctick Books do : among 
which that place in Jeremy, 31. 31. is eminent , where 
God promiſcs to make a New Covenant with his 
ple, diffcrent from that of Moſes, Alſo Dan, 9. 24. nl 1 
the Coming of the Meſs/ah , the deſolation of the City 
Jeruſalem, the deſtrution of the Temple , and the aboh- 
tion of Sacrificts is torctold, It was (mers to Aaroy's 

erity alone ro offer Sacrifice , and that in the Coun 
rrey of their Fathers : bur in ſal. I10, there is promi- 
ſed a Prieſt, not according to the order of Aaron, but ac- 
cording to the order of Melch:ſedeck, that is, ſuch an one 
| as 


(a) 
as ſhould have neicher Predexeffour nor. Succefſour in the 
. Ir is foretold "in 1[zrah 19; 19. and 66, 
18, to the end, Mal. 1, 11, thatithe Gentiles allo ſhould 
be prarthippers of God, and. offer Sacrifices to him ,: and 
be his Prieſts. The Jewes in the Law were conumanded-to 
Feſtivals; but now //a. 1. 11, and ſo forward , God 
ſaith, Thar he diſdained as their Sacrifices , ' ſo allo their 
appointed Times and Feaſt-daycs, and that he was wea- 
ry to bear them ; and /ſa. 66, 23. it is forerold , Thar if 
it ſhould come to pals,that the, VWonhip of God ſhould 
be perperual, and not performed on certain dayes onely, 
but every day; to wit, from Sabbath to Sabbath, and from 
New Moon to New Moon, 

3- That the Jez:ſb Religion is indced abrogated , and 
that choſe'prophelies are fulfilled, the thing it ſelf ſews, 
For thar place in which God had fixed the Seat of his 
* publick Worſhip is taken away', and quite overthrowny 
together with the Temple, its Ornaments and Sacred Vel- 
ſels : ſo that the Temple could never te reſtored , al- 
though Julian artempred it, as Ammianue Marcellinus a 
rs Writcr teſttfierh, 116, 23. But he ſaith that he was 
hindered 6) fearfſull tals of fire, nh: did ſpring out of the 
foundations, and conſumed men, The Prieſthoods and Rites 
of Sacrifices inſtituted by God , Lclonging to Divine 
Worſhip , and the diſtinction of Tribes was taken away, 
{o that a great part of the 47gſarcal Laws lic now negleet 
cd by the Jews , and can by no means be kept.” The very 

eople of the Jews ſo much heretofore beloved of God 
{6 their Anceſtoyrs z now for more rhen a thoulandfix 
.handred years diſperſed and banuſted. cut.of their Coutte 
rey, archecome the laughing-ſtock, rhedvegs and talkof 
all other, people & Nations; which. is againſt the. praiſes 
of the Covenant, in which —_ happineſs was props 
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(wo) 
ſed to the Jews, Deut, 28, God indeed theeamedth them 
even with baniſhment and all kinds of adverſity , if they 
ſhould tranſgreſs : but to them that ſhould from theit 
hearts repent ; and retutn to obedience , he eth 
that be will ſhew mercy to them , and bring them back 
from the urmoſt corners of the world to their Countrey 
In , Deut., 30. Nehem, 1. 8, 9. But /ſa. 54.7; Oc. 
God faith that he will be angry with his people but a lit- 
tle while, but now after ſo grear an interval of time there 
is as yet no hope of a better condition , and terurh into 
rhcir Countrey : from that time there has not beeh any 
Prophet among them, there is none ſent by God to com- 
fort them , which yet was done herctofore in the Bab-lc- 
»iſþ Captivity, which though it was moſt heavy , yet it 
hſted onely ſeventy years. 
I X, Neither ought it to move any one that it was 

promiſed rhat thar Old Covenant ſhould be per 

and everlaſting. For the word everlaſting or perpetual is 
not alwayes taken for an infinite duration , but for a-very 
long time, which is uſual as well in common ſpeech as in 
Holy Writ. So it is ſaid that the Land of Caramn ſhould 
be an everlaſting poſſeſſion to the ſeed of Abraham, Ger. 
17. 8. out of which nevertheleſs they were cjeRed : in 
hke manner that the ſacrifice (hould be perpetual, Lev. 6. 
20, which notwithſtanding is now ceaſed among the 
_ It is laid Exod, 21, 6, that the Servant ſhould 
erve his Maſtcr for ever. The divine Prophet David 
ſaith, that he would yatls God for cver, that is, all the 
dayes of his life, Pſal, 52. 9. It is ſaid that Samuel ſhould 
abidc in the T for evcr, 1 Sam. 1, 22. The hills alſo 
arc ſaid to be everlaſting, Ger, 49. 26. The earth to abide 
for ever', Eccleſ, x, 4. By that manner of fpeech there- 
fore are diſti the Laws that were one 


(n) 
long as the Jewiſh Religion ſhould laſt, fram thoſe which 
boned for a certain time, ſuch were ſoine of 
thoſe that were preſcribed to the Jews in the Wilder- 
neſs, Exed.35.26,27. Neither is it to be thought that 
God did fo bind himſelf by thoſe words that he ſhould 
not any thing, as to intimate, that he would not 
— thing chan ved by men : For God made Laws 
 hanſe f, ns He has alwaycs power of 
nanny Laws that have been a ns 
thoſe that are not founded in intrinſical honeſty, bur _— 
-as are of a middle and indiffcrent nature, and depend 
upon the meer will of the Commander, (ſuch are all 
Ceremonial Laws) bur his Creatures cannot do ſo. 

X. Hitherro we have (hew'd out of the Moſaical and 
and Prophetick Books, how imperfeR the Jewiſh Reli- 
gion is. But you will acknowledge the ſame to be more 

and confeſs ir to be no wayes agrceable to 
nk if you look into che Talmudick Books (which 
are ſtuffed with vain Tradition and old Wives Fables) 
_ the various ſuperſticions of the moderate Jews. 
find rheirGod weeping for ruin'd Feruſalew,and 
—_— daily in the Law, beſides other molt abſurd 
ings Gmning Behemoth and Leviathan, 
FR ws If the Jewiſh Religion which had God for ies 
Author, 'gives place to ra. Chriſtian, much more the 
Mahometan and Heathenith. The Mahomeran indeed is 
krer then the Chriſtian, and ir cannot deny that Chriſt 
the Author of ir, was a divine man. Now that the Ma- 
—_— Religion is falſe, appears chicfly from theſe 
ons : 

1. Becauſe iris contrary to the Chriſtian Religion, 

which we have ſhew'd to _ and given by God, _ 


(12) 
hath raken "away many. of its Laws ; for whatſo- 
ever is contrary to Truth is falſe. 

2. Bccauſe inſtead of Chriſts precepts ic hath ſub- 
ſtiruced baſcr Laws; and it is far more imperfe& then 
the Chriſtian, as well in _ PO as precepts. For 
ir promiſes nothing but carnal things, and hath recalled 
Circumciſion, which together with other Ceremonies 
had been abrogated by Chriſt, Bur it is no wayes cre- 
dible, that God after ſo perfeR a Religion as the Chri- 
ſtian is, would propoſe to the World a more imperfe& 
one, ſceing it doth not become the moſt wiſe God to 
deſcend from high to low things, bur rather go on from 
imperfeion to perfeRion. : 

3. Becaulc it has been eſtabliſhed and ' propagated by 
Armes and carnal force, and is even ſtill preſerved by 
the lame. 

4. Becauſe in matters of, Faith it forbids inquiry afeer 
Truth, _ _ away _ yea - RR __ 

ing, 0 the people from readi ks 
Thich ir CETT whereby it makes j ſelf forth- 
with ſuſpected, as if it were not good warce, which is 
forbid to be view'd and ſearched. 

5. Becauſe /ahomet the Author of it was a molt profane 
man z for he was a long time a Raviſher, and. alwayecs 
given to Women : Hence it is thar in his Alcaron,many 
obſcene and foul things. are read. But thar God by an 
unclean man would inſtitute any holy Religion, is by no 
means agreeable to reaſon. ” 

X IT. The Heathen Religion rennins , which truly 
doth not deſerve to be brought into compariſon with the 
Chriſtian, ſo manifeſt is its fallity and turpitude. even 
from theſe reaſons: | 

I, Becauſe it had no promiſes nor precepts from 
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God: of which two things true jm doth conſiſt, 

2. Becauſc it believed not one High God, but 
divided the Government of the World amongſt many 
gads,, not ſubordinate one to another. 

3. Becauſe it affirmed concerning irs gods, things 
moſt filthy and abhorrent from all honeſty, deſcribing 
their Luſts, Quarrce)s, Thefts, and I know not whart 
wickcdnellcs. Z 

4. Becauſe it was ,not aſhamed to worſhip things 
ingnimatc, and Brutcs far inferiour in dignity to men. 

5. Becaulc it was burthencd with" Rite, that - were 
partly ridiculous and fooliſh, partly obſcene and impure, 
partly horrid and cruel : All which things every one 
doth caſily perccive arc —_ to ſound reaſon, . Bur 
in Chriſtian Religion you ſhall find no ſuch thing, which 
alſo by its coming in wholly blotted our-and extinguiſhed 
that Hceathenith Religion, as we have beforc hinted, If 
any one would (hew us beſide this old one, ſome other 
Paganiſh Religion in the World at this day, irs _ 
alſo would forthwith appear, if it were compared Wi 
the Chriſtian. For refum vi index ſu & obliqut, Truth 
ſbews both it (If and falſbood, - 

X III. Thus we have demonſtrated that Chriſtian 
Religion conſidered bath abſolucely and in it ſelf, and 
alſo. compared with all other Religions 1s moſt 
Now if you demand how it came to paſs,. that did 
not anadyin the firſt Ages of the World inſtitute it 

men, there are more then one rcaſon at hand. 
3 eaanes were at the i ow not capable of 
ſo great perfeQion., For mankind had aber a logiee In- 
ancy,, Childhood, and Youth,, which needed as it were 
the firſt Elements of Religion, thar ſo it might by little 
and little be prepar'd for Righer things, brought to 
bo 1 per” 
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pcrſcAion, Neither in Arts -» rrankracnge come, 
or WCre as it wcre at one rought to the higheſt 
perfſcion z tur humane induſtry did from rude begin- 
nings, as it were by ſteps, aſcend and aſpire to it. It 
became therefore a prudent Law-giver ro accomodate 
himſclkf ro the capacity of thoſe that were to be inſtruQ- 
cd, and not ſo much ro conſider his own wiſdome, as 
the dulneſs of thoſe that were to be taught, So are Pa- 
rents and Maſtcrs wont to pR—_—_ in the in- 
ſtruing of rheir Children and lars. Therefore ir 
became alſo the moſt wiſe God in delivering precepts of 
Religion, to proceed by little and little from the more 
imperfect ones to thoſe that were more perfeR. 

2. Becauſe by this deferring of the perfe&t Religion 
unto'more adult times, God would excite in the minds 
of men a greater alacrity to entertain it, For long faſting 
is the beſt Sauce for mcat molt ſweet in it ſelf, and after 
long Storms and Tempelts the ſmiling Calms is morc 

efull, God would therefore that men ſhould firſt be 

ſenſible of cheir moſt miſerable condition with- 

out _ of immortality, taſte all the evils of mortality, 
tl.ar afterward when the promiſe of eternal felicity had 
ſhined Forth ſrom Heaven, all men every where mi 
by ſo much the more cagerly fe to ſo j 
.a meſſage, and ſhould embrace it both their Arms. 
Neither indeed do Mortals now behave themſelves be- 
c enough ſo great a/good : Whar think you would 
| have beendone, it preſently from the beginning of the 
| Wotld thewayto Heaven had hin open to mankind 
and fo men might ehink that the right of the heavenh 
{ Inherieaice was as ir were & thing narural cothem, 
offer'd as their dne ? | | 

The Truch of the Chriſtian Religion no" 
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ted from its great perfeftion, we ſhall now bring another 
Argument which, even gone would be falficlenr 50 prove 
the matter in hand : yea , which molt cvidemly demon- 
ſtrates nor onely the Truch of Chriſtian Religion, bur alſo 
both the Exiſtence and Providence of God againſt impi- 
ous Atheiſts. So that all thar hath hitherto been ſpoken, 
may hence rake very nuch ſtrength and weight. And ir 
is drawn from Hiſtory and Chronology ; for cirher no 
Hiſtory is true , and credir is to be denicd to all thi 
done, whether writren or ſpoken, and the ſame are to 
accounted meer Fables and Fictions ; or if this be abſurd, 
__ confeſs, that = _— > ct he Turow 
waments cm riſtian Religion rev G 
ts erue; for there can be no Hiſtory | is which arc to 
be found, I will not ſay more, bur as many Arguments, 
Teſtimonies, and Marks of Truth, which that it may 
appear, there are two things in all to be proved by us. 
I, ſomecrimes there was in the world fuch an 
one as Chriſt Jcſus, who is ſaid to be the Authour of this 


2. Thar this Jeſus was a Divine Perſon , and the true 
Meſliah or Saviour of the world, ſent by God to inſtiture 
this Religion. When borh theſe are proved , there will 
remain no doubt, not onely of Chriſtian Religion , thar ir 


is molt true and robe received by all , bur alſo of God, 


thar he is, and thar he takes care of Mankind. 

X V. The former can wo p—_ withour much 
ado, yca, it ſcarce needs proof. For who can doube that 
Chriſt was upon the carth , when he ſceth the Religions 
which has its name from him, to be extant even ar this 
very day ? for this is all one as if one ſhould doubr 
whether Mahowmet the Anthor of the Mahometan Religion, 
which he knows to be cxraht y was cver in being ? of 
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when hc hears Ariſlutle's Doctrine in the Schools; 
whether Ariftotle cvcr was ? or when he reads the Hiſto- 
rics of what was done by the Romans, Greeks , and Mace- 
donians (ſhould doube whether there ever was either thoſe 
Nations, or the Writers of thoſe things > But ifany be 
cither ſo ſtupid or ignorant of thoſe things that are done 
inthe world , he (hall be convinced by the Teſtimony of 
the whole world, For, 

1. Thouſands of Chriſtians are witneſſes ,, which we 
have ſhewed above , to have filled almoſt all rhe corners 
of the Earth. | | 

2. The very bittcreſt enemies of Chriſtian Religion 
arc witneſſes. For both the Mahimetans and all the Tews 
do teſtific ir, among thole in the Alcoran, among theſe in 
the Talmud: Books many things are read c 
Chriſt, Laſtly , the moſt famous Writers of the Hea- 
thens have made mention of him , among others T acitw, 
Suetontus, Pliny junior, Alias Lampridine, Alias Spartia- 
nusyFlavin V opiſcu,Eutropius, Ammianus Marcellinu;che 
words of ſome of whom ſhall be produced afterward; 
From the ſame doth appear bottr the place and time, 
when and where he lived, by whom he was put to death, 
ro wit , in the Reign of T:beri , and by the Governour 
Pontius Pilate, alſo that he roſe up in Judea : for Tacitus 
calls Tudea the ſource of this evil, meaning Chriſtian Reli- 
pion ; ſome of the ancient Chriſtians in their time, that 
15, well nigh two Ages after the Birth of Chriſt , teſti- 
fic, Thar the Ats of Pilate were extant , and kepr in the 
Roman Archives,in which all things done in Judea br 
with Chriſt, were written to 7 ber: the Emperour, & the 
Romane Senate by Pilate , then Preſident there,” And thar 
theſe do not teſtific this fal(ly, appears from hence, That 
writing Apologies for the Chriſtians to the Rowan Cev 

| ſarsa 
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ars, they ſo confidently appealed to thoſe Aﬀts and pub. 
[or Records. Theſe  are.che words of Tertallian in his 
Apolpgerick : Tiberius thereftre , ;m anhoſe time the Chri. 
an Name came 1nto:the world, after. he underſtood out of | Sy- 
ris,'Paleſtine, that wb.cb there. had manifeſted the Truth of 
his ( Chriſt ) Dewinity, prepeſed it to the Senate nith the 
Prevogatrue of his Suſſrage ; the Senate, berauſe they did ot 
apprope,rejeaed it 5 Czſar perjiied m his opinion, threat- 
nng Hanger to the Accuſtrs of Chriſlzans. Conſult y.ur Com+ 
mintaries, there ye ſball find , that Nero dtd firſt rage with 
the Imperial ſword againſt this Seft , then chiefly ſpringing 
wp at Rome. Ir is molt remarkable, thar in the {ame A- 
pn he cites out of the ſame Adts of P.late , a Tet 
imony concerning the darkneſs that miraculouſly haps 
pened: about the Paſſion of Chriſt ar Mid-day. '# the 
ſaxme moment (laith he ) the Day was darinrd , even'wher 
the Sun was at the higheſt : werily they alſo that tnew not it 
had relation to C br thiught it nas an Eclipſe : and yet Je 
have this diſaſter of the world reccyded in your vein 
Tuſtin Martyr alſo in his Apology to Antonin Pint whiz 
ecth in theſe words 3 That theſe things were ſo'done, 1+ may 
know out of the Atts that were written under Pilate, And 
again, And who hath done theſe th ngs ye may know out of 
thoſe Records that were uritten under Pilate, ' With what 


face I could they ſo grolly lye before the rors ? 
hee pac ir uy hoe fo bupirn 
falſhood > How dear would this lye have colt them ; if 
cither there were ho ſuch Adis , or that thoſc wy rhey 
affirmed of Chriſt were not cxtant in.crhem > The fame 
Authors , 'thar they might (hew char Chrilt was.borh in 
the rime;of the general Tax under: Augaſtus y, as (ix isdder 
down in-the Goſpel according to Luke , appealed r6th& 
'Tax-rolls ,' and referred the ; "on cham. , in _ 
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the deſcription -of that Tax was as yet in rhat time ex- 
tant and there was read the Name of Jeſus born of Ma- 
79 in Bethlehem, For thus ſaith Tertwllian bb, 6, pm 
Mercion. Laſtly, concerning the Tax [or Enrolling] of Au- 
guſtus , wh1ch the Roman Archives keep 44 « moſt faithful 
witneſs of cur Lords Nativity : And afterward, But | it « 
alſo manifeſt that the Tax [or Enrolling ] #.der Augulſtos, 
245 made at this time in Judea by Sentius Sarurnious , 1 
which they might find out his Parentage. And in the Book 
againſt the Jews: For be -w45 of the Countrey of Bethios 
hem, and of the Houſe of David, as by the Romans, Mary, 
of whom u born Chriſt, was reckoned in the Tax-yell, Chr» 
foſtome Jarer then Tertulliaz affirms , That as yer in is 
tine thoſe Rolls and rhe Name of Jelus in thera were 
extant. There were alſo many of the Hearhens who 
wrote againſt Chriſtian Rdigion, ſuch were Celſme, Por- 
phyriwe, Julian : bur they , by reaſon of the clear evi- 
dence of the thing , did never deny but that there was 
ſuch an one as Chriſt. But in a matter moſt evident, 
what needs much proof , efpecially ſeeing that from the 
later particular which we have undertaken to prove, the 
formcr alſo will be manifeſt , and necdarily follow ? 
therefore omitting this, we will now proceed with Gods 
alliance to the proof of rhar. | 
X V 1. As to the hater rhen, namely; that Jeſus was a 
Divine Perſon , 'and/ſent from God , that will'without 
doubt be ſufficiently proved, when we (hall have proved 
that this Jeſus was famous tor ſtupendious miracles, led 
a molt holy lite, and underwent molt dircfall rorments, 
andan ignomintous death upon theCroſs for the cauſe of 
his Religion, and afterward the third day was raiſed by 
God from rhe dead, and taken up into Heavenand from 
thence he ſhed forth upon the Diſcipks plentifully of 
5:21 . the 
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the holy Spirſe , and (ene rhem 10:reach all Nations hits 
Dodrine | 


X V II. Now this is proved by three reaſons. The 
firſt is , "That there are undoubted witneflcs of this mat- 
ter, and ſuch whoſe Teſtimony cannot bur be rruc ; bur 
thoſe witnefles are, 

1. As to his death and miracles, the very mortal ene- 
mies of Chriſtian Religion-, whoſe Teſtimony ſurely in 
this caſe is free from all ſuſpicion of fraud, And they are | 
firſt che Jews , from whoſe borh or all Confdlion and 
Talnudick Writings every one may know it ; Second» 
_ Mahometans in the Alcaron ; Thirdly, the Hea» 

» of wham are Celſuws and Fulian , alchough 
they derrated much from Chriſt in the Writings which 
they ſet out ay t Chriſtians , yet they did nor deny 
his cenc] death and miracles ; which appears from their 
re{utation by Origen and Cyr:l. 

2. The witnefles of all thoſe things , which we have 
relared concerning Chriſt, were his Dilciples,who lived 
in thar Age, and eſpecially his rwelve Apoltles,to whom 
was added alſo a thirteenth , who of a molt ficrec enc- 
my became a Ditciple of Chriſt, betng called from Hex 
ven to give witneſs ro him. Neither marecrs it, that his 
Diſciples onely bear witneſs of his Refarrection and Ex- 
alrationzfor ſuch things as thefe no one but his Diſciples 
could withels. For who could fee Chriſt raiſed again, 
and rcighing in Heaven , and nor become-his Dilciple'? 
Ir ſufficcth tha the Teſtimony of thoſe Diſciples is bes 
yond all mo | | 
> XVI 11. 'But that their Teſtimony was ſuch is pro- 

as) * R | II. + 1 2:14 


r. Becauſe they confirmed their Teſtimony by mol? 
Divine Miracles , in A 4h incurable by hu- 
2 mane 
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mane Art , bs abng the Dead , 'and calting out De« 
vils ; but that they did theſe things ally thy os: 


A 

—_ Becauſe it is certain that thoſe witneſles could nci- 
ther be deceived , not would decctve. That they could 
not kc deceived is manifeſt , 1. Becauſe they were nor 
onely Ear bur Eye-witnelles, 2. Becauſe they witnefſed 
a thing; not once onely ſeen., bur approved by frequent 
and often repeated Experiments for forty, dayes toge- 
ther, and not looked upon with the cycs anely,but hand- 
kd alſo with the hands. 3. Becauſe there was not ; onely 
one witneſs, bur beſides five hundred together , thar.ar 
one and the ſame time ſaw Chriit after he was riſen, and 
unto whom Paul appealeth , 1 Cor. 15. 6. ( which lyars 


are not wont to do ) there were thirteen chief. witnel- 


ſes in a ſpecial manner choſen and appointed tg teſtific 
this very thing. So nr + urge could not poſſibly be 
deccived in things expoſed to their ſenſcs. It remaivs to 
be proved that they would not deceive , which is hence 
manifeſt : 

x. Becauſe they were honeſt men , and of holy and 
unblameable life : ſo thar they were never accuſed, much 
leſs convicted of any real crime , no not by their moſt 
malicious enemics, _ whom they converſed. 

2, Bccauſc this Profdhon colt them the grcateſt ſul. 
ferings and perils , neither did they gain- by this way 
cicher riches', or honour z or glory ; bur on; the-con- 
trary incurred the bittereſt hatred of the whole world , 
and drew upon themſelves an Heap and Pile of moſt 
cadres AlRiQions,, ' which by- a baze draiall of 

is thing , they might haveavoided, Well faith i0+ 
wdi ELITES n 
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=—— Cam ſint premia falſi 
Nulla , vatam debet teſtis habere fidem : 


When falſbood reward has none, 
That witneſs ts a faithful ore. 


How much- more ougher the credir of thar witneſs to 
be held Authentick;® when the Teſtimony has not onely 
no reward , 'burmoteover draws along with it perils, 
{courgings, baniſhments , conrumelics , imprifonments, 
_-_ a _ of moſt I —_ > If r ey had _ 
uc ec menz1s that they would lye on ſcr Cy 
cennlay chey would not have flened with ſo Nene oe. 
mave to themſelves a thing ſo odtous and harefull ; and 
would rather curry favour with rhe Nobles and People of 
the Jews , whom they knew to hate Chrilt with a per- 
fe harred , then by a falſe and ſo odious an affirmation , 
to have provoked and ſtirred up their minds againſt 
them : for this is the manner of Impoltors , and thoſe 
thar love lying , ro-contrive nothing ſooner- then thae 
which they think will be molt gratefull ro their Hearers : 
and as Fithers are wont to bait their hooks with ſuch 
things as they know the fiſhes like ; ſo rhefe alſo, thar 

may inſomate into theminds'of mcn , love torell 
cliole things which they know will pleaſe them, 'and ac- 
commodare their words to rickle their cars. Bur theſe 
deſpiſing pleaſures , and contemning both the hatred and 
kindneſs of men ,- underwent both an infamous lite and 
death for/ the profeſſion of this thing ; whar place is here 
foruſpicion of any the leaſt untruth, Neither may- your 
think rhar this Argument is infringed by che example of 
tholc, who'cven for rhe ſake of a fall Religion = Do- 
rine,, 
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Arine, bear oftentimes cruel torments, yea and Ttick 
not to ſpend their lives onie : For it is one thing to dic 
tor a falſe Doctrine, which thou believeſt ro be true ; 
another thing to die for a (alſe DoArine, which thou 
knowelt to be falſe, and fcigned by rhy ſclf : Of the firſt 
there are very many cxamples, but of the later it is im- 
zofſible that among men in thcir wits, and not extream- 
| mad, there ſhould be any example ar all. But the moſt 
rigs Wrizing of the Apoſtles, avd full of profound 
Wiſdome, which we kave.in our hands, do more then 
cnough vindicate them from the imputation of fooliſh- 
nels and madneſs. 

X I X. Afﬀecond rcaſon, whereby the refurreQion of 
Chriſt and his Divinity is proved,is this z namely, That 
ſo many thouſands of men in all Nations believed on him 
rot oncly of the common ſort, bur alſo of the Leatned, 
Wiſe mcn, and Philoſophers. And they ſo believed, 
that they ſuffcred not themlelves to be deterr'd from this 
Faith by any Perſccutions, yea, or cruel Death, And 
this is ſo-much the more wonderfull, in that the obſta- 
cles ro Religion were almolt infinite. They were hindred, 
(1) By an invererate Jove of the Religions 6f their 
Countrey, received by long Cuitome. VWho knows not 
how zcalous the Jews are, and were alwayes in their 
Religion ? and no man can doubt the ſame of the Hea- 
thens, that knows that Socrates was therefore condemn'd 
at Athoas, becauſe: he ſeem'd ro introduce a new Re- 
lizion. 

4 By the ignominious Death of Chriſt ;. for how 
hard think you was.it, 'to bcheve in one that; was /cru- 
| ciGed, and ro-take him for Maſter and Lord, whom the 
Tews hang'd upon a Croſs as a wicked: and heinous Of- 
fender, torrutced with all kinds of contwnely and cruelty ? 
Hence 
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Hence Aut the Apeltle notwithont care writeth, ' 1 Cor. 

1.23, that he preached Chriſt crucified, ro the Jews a 

(tunbling-black, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs. 

| 3.- By, the barfhnels of the near gu] for the Do- | 
Erine of Chriſt bade open war to all carnal- Concupi- | 
ſcences, and confmed men to a ſtrait parh, | ) 

4. They were hindred by the incredibiliry of the | 
things promiſed: We drdave unto you ((airh the Apoſtle) \ 
I Cor. 2.9. things 'that eye hath wot ſeen, nor ear heard, 
utither have come into the mind of man, nhich God hath 
prepared for them that I:we him, Bute we do not cafily be- 
licve things thar we ſec not 3 as one ſaid, Our hands are 
eyed, they belicvc _— bur what they ſce, Grear 
happincſs indeed is promited, bur not till after death. 
In the nxcau "time viſible things that are ptcſent are to be 
forgone; far rhehope of inviſible thar are future. 

-- 5. By the mcans of the perſons, by whom the Do- 
Arine of Chriſt was preached : For they were of the 
common ſort of men, Unlcarncd, Fiſhers, Publicans. 
Morcover few, ſuch as ncicher ſplendour of birth had 
made illuſtrious, nor fortune conſpicuous, nor multitude 
formidable, nor power venerable, nor wit admirable, 
nor favour of Nobles acceptable, nor any Art or Elo- 

made fit ro bend and allure the minds of Mortals. 

d neverthckfs Synagogues, Schools, Academics, Ci- 
tics, Towns, Kingdomes, and Empircs, 'yielded to, ahd 
believed theo ſunple men. Vhat Ariſtotle 2- what Plato 2 
what Chrofpms or Epicurs has got ſo many Diſciples, 
and perſwaded ſo many men of their Doctrine ? although 
they were moſt famous for' wit and learning: How 
many thoulands:of thoufands have the ApeMles, thoſe 
(unple: and'unicarned Fiſhers; drawn ' trite Chr ye 
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| that; it. was. truly foretold- them by- Chrift,. har thei 
- ſhould ng of. men} ” | ” 

6. By._the ſimple and blunt. way of reaching. The 
Apolltles uled. not artificial; and elaborate ſpecch ,. nci- 
'| rber affoted-agd compoled ro deerive; 'bur wulgar and 
{ common. Our preaching (faith Paul, 1 Cor.2.4.) was not 
'} with perſwaſive words of mans wiſdome, but tm demonſtration 
of the Spirt, and of power, They uſed not force to compel 
Dillenters, not fraud to deceive the unwary,. nor carnal 
threats to terrific the obſtinarc. They uſed onely perſwa- 
ſign; and that ſimple and inartificial. Bur who would 
belicve-, thar the armed World could by perſwaſion 
alone, be ſubdued by unarmed weak men, indued with 
no Authority or priviledge ? 

7. By the molt grievous ſuffcrings,” that were to. be 
born or expected daily by all 8 ſingular rhe Profeſſors of 
Chriſt, There was never any ſort of men, no SeR, that 
was vexcd wich ſo mary and ſo great Calamitics, as of 
the Chriſtian Religion. All che Powers,Malice, Wits of 
all degrecs,, Emperours, Kings, and People, had con- 
{pixed'-for; their-deltrution. Divers kinds of cruelty, 
molt exquiſite manners of death were invented, The in- 
nocent Chriſtians were not onely deſpoiled of all their 
Goods, not oncly baniſhed, and expoſed to the hatred, 
injuries, and contumelics of. all men, but were con- 
demned to wild Beaſts, to Mincs, and Quarries, Some 
were Ston'd,:ſome were caſt into Rivers z ohne was Sawn 
aſgnder, another was Flea'd alive, another was Roaſted 
in che. fire, the whole Aflembly ſometimes with their 
Mcexzing-houle was burns togeener to aſhes. Witnelles 
rb the ancient Hiſtorits: wricten, riot 

$ 


gncly4 1403. but - cfm [by ;Hcathen: Authors. 
T:&t/tus thus deſcribes Nero's cruclty againſt the Chriſti- 
, anss 
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ans, Amals. 15. © Therefore to extinguiſh the rumour 
* (to 'wit of fring the City by the command of Nero 
© Nero fallly accuſed and puniſt.ed moſt gricvouſly certain 
© people, hated for their wickedneſs, which the com- 
© mon ſort called Chriſtians, The Author of that Name 
© was Chriſt, who in Tyber:4s his Reign, was put to 
© death under Poptiu Pilate, Procurator of Judra, And 
© their dangerous ſuperſtition ſuppreſſed tor the time, 
© burſt forth again ; not oncly through Judea, where it 
* firſt began, bur in the City alſo, whither all wicked 
© and ſhametull things run from all parts, and are ſolem- 
© nized and eſteemed. Firſt they were apprehended 
© which confeſſed that Religion ; then by their deretion, 
© an infinite multitude were convicted, not ſo much for 
© ſetting the Town on fire, as for the hate of all men 
* againſt them. Such as were condetuned, were ſcorned, 
© 2nd mocked,and covered in wild Beaſts skins, and torn 
* in pieces with Dogs, or faſtned on the C roſs, or burne 
© in fire ; and when the day failed, they were burnt in 
L he night to give light. Nero had made. the proſpet of 
c Nis Gardens fit for thar ſpcacle, and Eauſcd Shews to 
© tobe ſet fotth in the Cirque, and - himſelf cither ax 
« paralled like a Waggoner, ſhuffled among the people, 
© or ran the race with them, VVhercupon pity was taken 
« on thoſe perſons, chough guilty and deſcrving excm- 
LC lary punuhment, ſccing they- ſuflercd nor for any pub- 
eFick good z: bur ro fatzsfie, one mans cruelty onely, 
Suetonzus Alſo in the life of ' Nero make mention of 'the 
ſuffcrings which the Chriſtians endured, when he ſaith, 
i lad, eg @ ſort of proyle addytied to a. new and muſ- 
chiewous ſaperſtition, were puniſbed,-\So doth this Hea 
judge of Chriſtian Religion, theretore becauſe ir was 
joyned with contumely of "y Heathen gods and their 
| Wor 
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mult . But that | may nor here relate all che Teftime- 
nies of che Hearhens touching Chriſtians, one moſt clear 
Teſtimony of Play junior (hall ſerve inſtead of all. He 
in Epiſt. 97. 44 Trajen, lib. to. of Epiltles, conſulting 
Trajan what was to be done with Chriſtians, and how 
they were to be puniſhed, exprefleth (1) The torments 
they (uffcred, and the Chriſtians conſtancy. /n the yrean 
time with theſe that were comventrd before me, as betng 
Ebriftians 1 followed this method. 1 a:ked them if they were 
Chriſtians : thofe that confeſſed T achrd again and again, 
threatning puniſbment, 1 commanded thiſe that were con- 
ſtant to ja had away. Fiy 1 doubted not whatſoever jt n45 
they corfiſſed, but that pertinacy and inflexible obſitnacy 
waht to be puniſhed, As if indeed perſeverance tn 4 
cauſc were pertinacy. By and by he writeth char ſome of 
then were Roman Citizess, 8 aſecrwardby proceſs of time, 
#f it uſeth to Le, the crime diffuſed tt ſelf, So ih 
Religion increaſed by the very fufterings , and cook 
owth and _ the very nplens Fur- 
Ermore ___ he had br ſome 10 this, 
that while he lcd them an example- they would cal on 
the gods, and fupplicate with Wine and Frankincenſe 
he Image of Ceſar and of the Deities, belides would 
curſe Chriſt ; he adds, Thoſe that are indeed Chriftians, 
_— to be ſuch as cannot be compelle4 0 any ſuch thing. 
rb nanny 60 Peep 4 $c- 
condly, he fcrs out rhe Religion and Worthip of Chri- 


ſtians : © Buethey affirmed that the ſum either of their 
© fault or errout was this, That they were wont to meet 


_ gether on. a certain day before day-light , to fing 


among themelvcs/by.turns a Song to Chriſt, as ro'a 
© God ; andtobind ys bub not to atiy 
© wickedneſs, bur that they would not conunut any theft, 


© nor 


(27) 
© nor tobbeties,nor adukeries,thar they would nor betray 
* their Traft, nor being required deny rhar which was in- 
*eruſted,which being fintthed itwas their manner ro depart 
© & come together again to take mear,bur promiſcuous & 
© harmleſs. Ar lengrh he ſaith, That having uſed tormenes to 
fearch our che Truth, He found nthing Fat a w:thed & ex- 
ceſiroe ſuperſtition But how wicked it was appears from his 
own relation, Thirdly, he tells how great a mulricude of 
Chriftians there was : © For it ſeems to me a matter wor- 
© chy conſultation , eſpecially becauſe of the number of 
© the endangered : for many of every Age, of every De- 
6 gee of both Sexes arc and will be boon into danger, 
© For the contagion of this RR is diffuſed , not 
© onely through Cirics , bur alſo Towns and Countreys, 
© which it ſeems poſhble to ſtop and amend, Surcly ir is 
© manifeſt enough, that the Temples which were now al- 
© molt deſolme beyin to be frequented , and the ſolemn 
* worſhip that was long intermittcd to be repeated, and 
© the Sacrifices are every where fold , for which hrtely 
© there was rarely found any _—_— Hence it rs 
from whence ſo gtear a hatred of Heathens againſt Chri- 
ſtians ſprang, to wit , becauſe they ſaw that utrer deſtru- 
ion and ruine was ſcizing on their Idols and Paganiſh 
Worſhips by means of Chriſtian Religion, But Plixy 
was 8 {-uſtrated in this, rhat he hoped that Chriſti. 
an Religion could be ſtopped and extinguiſhed by thoſe 
puniſhments. For how vain all endeavouts of Tyrancs 
and Enemies were in EY the Goſpel, and hindring 
irs courſe, experience ir felf is witneſs, 
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er of Truth , which the Apoſtles confirmed both by the 
example of cheir unblameable picty and cruel death , and 
ch'efly by miracles never before heard or ſeen. Bur if any 
one ſhall obſtinarely deny that miracles accompanicd the 
Church of Chrilt in irs beginning , he conſiders not thar 
he aſſerts a far greater miracle then cver was, to wit, that 
ſo grcat a multitude of men, and almoſt the whole world 
ſhould be converted without miracles, Bur there is no 
doubr bur theſe Primitive Chriſtians were diligent and 
induſtrious enough in examining thoſe miracles , and 
ſearching out the Truth of Chriſtian Religion ; ſceing 
therein: not onely their eternal. ſalvation , bur allo their 
preſent life and all cher fortunes were concerned, Very 
wittily and truly ſaich Pl;zy , Sigult decipere & decipt 
piſſunt, nem? omnes, uemmem omnes fefellerunt ; Evcry one 
may deceive, and be deccived ; no man hath deceived all 
men , nor have all men deceived any, This Argument 
theretorc is of ſo great moment , that no man in tus wits 
can gain-ſay ir. 

Xx I, The third way of proving the; Divinity of 

Chriſt is taken hence, That the Hiſtory of the ReſurreRi- 
on and Glorification of Chriſt is contained inthe ſacred 
Books of the New Teſtament. Bur that thoſe Books are 
of Divine Authority is proved, 
. x, Becauſe they contain the molt perfe& way. of wor- 
ſhipping God , and living piouſly : ſuch as neither, men 
nor Devil could deviſe ; not men, as it appears from 
conparing the Precepts contained in this Books not the 
Devil, becauſe he being an enemy of all vertue, cannot be 
the Anthor of ſo holy a Doctrine, | 

2. Becauſe there are extant in them many Predictions 
concerning things furure, which we ſee afterward really 
fulfilled and proved true by the event. 1. Concerning the 
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deſtruftion of the City Jeruſalem , and the ſubverſion of/- 
the Temple, at. 24. Lukexg. 43; 44+ 2. Concernins © 
che Converſion of the Gentthes to Chriſt , Mat. 23. 
23z@c. Mat. 8.11. 3. Concerning the great and (; 1 
dcn propagation of Chriſtian Religion, Afat.-x3, 31,32, 
33» ob 12. 32. 4. Concerning its perpetual on, 
Luke 1, 33. ate 28.20. John 14.16. 5, Concetning 
the molt grievous perſecutions of Chriſtians , Mat. to, 
I7, 21, 34. That I fay nothing now of the PrediRtion cf 
.Chriſt concerning bis own ſufferings and Death ,. as alfo- 
his: ReſurreQion after three dayes , Mat. 16. 21, Lule 
8. 31, 32, 33. which unleſs the event had confirmed, 
his Diſciples would at no hand. have belicved in him. 
For by this ſo evidently falſe Prediftion, he had betrayed 
bimſclf robe an Impoſtor and Lyar. 

3» Becauſe they were written by the Apoſtles , or by 
the familiar Companions of the Apoſtlcs, whom we 
have ſhewed a little beforc to have been Divine Men, and 
luch as neicher could nor would lye. 

X X IL This one thin therefore remains now to be 
proved ,; toWit ; that the Books of the New Covenant 
were written by-rhe Apoſtles , and' thoſe whoſe Names 
thcy bear, But to prove that , we need no other Argu- 
ment then the Teſtimony and conſent of the ancicntChri- 
ilians, which were nearer the times of the Apoltles. All 
theſe, whoſe writings we have, acknowledge theſe Books 
tor the genuine writings of the Apoſtles and Evangelilts. 
And ir,1s certain they uled the urmolt _— in ſearch- 
ing out the Truth of this matter, Sce the Epiſtles of /g#na- 
tis, who flouriſhed ſoon after the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lezm, Sce Juſtin Martyr, who, lived about the hutdred and 
fitticth year of Chrilt, -/rexew about the two- hundred 
and.thirty.. Clemens, Alexandrinus about the year wo 
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t  {bandted and ig, Tertwllian about the year two lundred 
| pigs, pho uto nenierss That ever the authentick 
of the A were yet extant in ſore Char. 
's in his time, 1tþs de Preſcrip. cont, Heret, See Origen 
12 the -— rwo himdred and thirty, Euſebim _ 
Hiftorian about the year three hundred , 
the buſt Antiquitics extracted eſpecially C TIEk 
fot Books, — the genuine Apttlc wrik- 
©. pings fromehe ſpurious cenSethole | and again , of 
* «the rrue and Crs Books Gevving "which without 
oC Controvetſic were alwayes in all Churches account- 
for genuine ; and of which there was in the beginni 
- me doubr, but ſo , as afterward the matter being berter 
tried the doubt ceaſed. Adde to this the great nulticude 
of Eccleſiaſtical Doors after the time of Conſtantine the 
Great, and amon ESE chiefly 7erem-, an exaQ Searcher 
of this matter, have the Jews in tienes paſt, 
not Pais href _ - C m— with -= by 
ans touching theſc a5 to were i 
the C hriſtians, and falſly antes tothe 
farther, Cyril reſtifies in the tenth Book he wtote 
Julian , That that Heathen Empetour and Apeſtate , a 
moſt bicrer Perſccutor of Chriſtians, doth openly cotifels 
ir, That the writings of Matthew , Mark , Luke, Peter, 
Paul are the ſame To Chriſtians read ander thoſe names. 
VVe ſee then that this ſo unanimous and uniform conſent 
concerning thefe Books , had cotitinned withott intertu- 
ption to this day, that is , fot more then ſixteen hundred 
'Etrs, - Behold , into how various Sets Chriſtians have 
or a Fg ns been, and afe _— divided : how diſper- 
led ohgnes, Wits, Opinions, 
and notwithſtanding = by much diſagreeing in many 
ovet Points of DoRtine, hey all agree in chis, That they 
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Apoſtolical, and Ol divine Authority , | we. ſhould 
depart from fo ancient and a conſerit , there is ©} 
no reaſog, But withour i to doubr of or cantradict 
a thing univerſally received is fooliſh. By what other 
reaſon I pray doth it appear ar this day , that the works 
of Lizue , T acitys , Curtis , Virgil, arc thoſe which are 
aſcribed rq them, bur by che conſent of all che Learned, of 
which there is no cauſe to doubt z and if any one doubt 
he may deſcrvedly be counted a fool. Neither yet was it 
ever _ into the Books of thoſe Authors with ſo 
Pen uſtry, as into the Truth of the New Teſtament, 
e that in the Books of the profane Authors men 
arc liexle concerned ; bur in this Book they believe their 
exernal felicicy is placed. Wherefore allo it is to be rec- 
koned., that we have lufficiently proved the Authority of 
the Sacred Scriptures , ſince we have proycd they cannor 
be doubted of withour folly. 
if any defire more concerning this Subject, let him 
read S. de Authoritate S. Scriptures Hugo Grote , of rhe 
Truth of Chriftian Religion. Epſcopic Inſtitut. Theolog. 
fe Meſuia » © de habris Now Teſtamenti. Bur he that 1s 
nat latighed with theſe , let him read _ Moye of the 
Truth of Chriſtian Religion, Xammundus Sebundyur,, Ludo- 
wicw Vrves , Sovitarts , and many others, who have. 
more then ſufficiently poliſhed this FubjeR,. as well with 
Philoſophical ſubtilty,' 4s prear Leathing and Eloquence., 
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AlligicC abinet open:d, wherein Gentlemen may beattela. q 
© ed how to adorn themſelves for Funerals, PFeaſtin , ang 
other Heroick Meetings. Alſo here Gentlemen may Tg 
their place and worth in Honour, with all the Degrees of Ho- 
nour, Fc. By ames Salter. 1655, 

- Sixty nine Anigmatical Comrtiersall exatly drawn to the life 
fron! ſeveral Per, ons Humours and Dilpolitions , pleaſant and 
full ofdelight.By X. F. Eſq. 

\ The Compleat Vineyard, or the beſt way for planting of Vines 
in England , wherein are ſet forth the whole Circumſtances, 
ES planting a Vineyard. By #lliam Hughes, 1665 

Sir;7homas Herbert's Travels , with many ram non 
+ Printed again. 1665, 

Hugonis Grotii baptizatorum Puerorum Inſticatio , alternis 
© Interrggationibus & Reſponſionjibus, Cui acceſſerunt Greca 
Emp Meraphraſis, A Chriſtop. Vaſe Reg. Cob Roy Et An- 

YO. a Fran. Goli ſmith Arthig. &c.. .I oY 
7 6 5rng Hugonis Grotii ad calcem adje 14 
OJ PE hon ar AcoiUGrN hemolc 
* s by Land ana Sea, lince William the uerour'to 
i a yery-Time, with a Picture of King Char{s the'Second : all 
q N.4' ep Hts fie for Studies or Cloſets. -, | 
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